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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORT
Looking back at the past year of 2018, I marvel at how Good Shepherd Gracenter continues to
connect with the wider community. Just as importantly, the women of Good Shepherd Gracenter
give back to others. This newsletter highlights some of those key connections. As the New Year of
2019 begins, I am personally grateful for the opportunity to get to know good people, like you, who
make a difference in the lives of others. Because of you, the women at Good Shepherd Gracenter
have the opportunity to create a hopeful future for themselves and others.

Blessings for the New Year of 2019.

Sr. Marguerite Bartling, RGS | Executive Director

Good Shepherd Gracenter helps women without resources break free from drug and alcohol addiction to 
create a hopeful future for themselves and others.

CAPITAL GRANT AWARDED TO GOOD SHEPHERD GRACENTER
It has been a long-time dream of Gracenter to increase the number of women we could serve. The San Francisco Women’s
Rehabilitation Foundation, Inc. also known as Stepping Stone, awarded us with a half-million dollar capital grant in November
2018. The grant covers capital expenses only. It does not support operations such as food, staff salaries, or program costs.
Therefore, we will use the money to build an additional four bedrooms, add another bathroom and widen our narrow driveway.
With these four additional bedrooms, we will be able to serve 17 women at a time. We presently have space for only 13 women.

Gracenter and Stepping Stone
Stepping Stone was founded in 1962. It was the oldest alcohol and drug recovery program for women in Northern California.
During the past 55 years, more than 1,000 women resided at Stepping Stone. Due to unforeseen difficulties, the Board of
Directors of the San Francisco Women’s Rehabilitation Foundation, Inc. (Stepping Stone) decided to dissolve its operations and
distribute their assets to several qualified nonprofits.

We are so grateful to Terry Hennessy, President of the Stepping Stone Board, for seeking out Good Shepherd Gracenter through
the internet. She invited us to
submit a proposal and advocated
for us to receive the grant.

Sadly, she developed lung
complications after her hip
surgery and died on October 26,
2018. This tremendous woman
was so instrumental in helping
Gracenter grow in its mission of
helping women break free from
addiction to create a hopeful
future for themselves and others.
We give thanks for Terry and
praise and gratitude to God for
this tremendous gift!

Sisters Anne Kelley (2nd from left) and Marguerite Bartling (center in suit) stand with 
members of Gracenter Staff, Board and Good Shepherd Guild, along with Stepping 

Stone who gave Gracenter a grant for capital improvements.



NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

Valentine’s Day Flash Auction

Get ready to bid on January 28, 2019 in the exciting
upcoming Valentine’s Day Flash Auction that is an
extension of Gracenter’s Gala “Free to Fly.” Preview
auction items during “Sneak Peek” week happening
from Jan. 21 to Jan. 28.

Prizes include: Two Disneyland One-Day Hopper
Tickets, gift cards to restaurants such as Original
Joe’s in Westlake, Moonstar, Ristorante Marcello
and See’s Candy.

Go to GiveSmart to view items and bid:

http://GSGAuction.givesmart.com

Hunger Knows No Holiday

With ready hands and hearts, the women of
Gracenter put together over 60 sandwiches and
proceeded to feed the homeless and those in need
of compassion and care at Army St. & Potrero in
San Francisco on Christmas Day. Besides
sandwiches, the women and staff passed out
cookies and chips with a lot of love to go around.
We also package dog food for their pets. It was
great to see the smiles on everybody’s faces!

Every year we make gift bags filled with toiletries
for the homeless at the Martin de Porres Soup
Kitchen. Like Good Shepherd Gracenter, Martin’s
believes that all people have dignity; all people
have the right to be respected and all people
deserve to eat.

Residents and staff pack delicious sandwiches and snacks to feed 
the homeless on Christmas Day

The Market Partners with Gracenter

Good Shepherd Gracenter was invited as a Non-
Profit Sponsor to attend the Market Square Fall
Harvest Fair at The Market on 1355 Market Street
last October. The Fall Festival with 60 vendors
displayed a dazzling array of foods and goods.

As a socially conscious company, the aim of The
Market is not only to offer high-quality, locally-
sourced food, but to invest in the health of our
communities by employing their neighbors,
including the residents of Gracenter.

We would like to thank Michael and Susan Cohen
and Chris Foley, owners of The Market, for their
superb leadership in the community.

Sandra Munoz, Sr. Anne Kelley and Sr. Marguerite Bartling at 
Gracenter’s table



Every year, Good 
Shepherd Gracenter
serves approximately 30
women in our licensed 
recovery residence.  

In 2018, we provided 
support to over 70
alumni that included 
mentoring, along with 
housing, employment and 
legal referrals.  

Alumni are welcomed to 
participate in Gracenter’s
special events and fun 
activities.  

BY THE NUMBERS

Right: Residents, staff and 
graduates enjoy getting 
together for parties 
throughout the year

Overall

In 2018, Gracenter served 27 women and had 13 graduates.

Employment

Upon entry, only 27% of women were employed, compared to 81% during their stay. 
One year after leaving Gracenter, 75% were employed.

Stable Housing

Upon entry, 100% of the women were homeless without a safe place of residence. 
One year after graduation, 95% remain in stable housing.

Volunteering

Coming into Gracenter, 50% of the women were volunteering, 
While at Gracenter 88% gave back to the community, and 66% are volunteering one year later. 

Education

19% of women enrolled in college, GED or certificate classes during their time at Gracenter. 
One year later 30% have taken college classes after Gracenter.

Support Gracenter by shopping with Amazon Smile! Go to the link below 
and Amazon.com will donate 0.5% of every eligible purchase to Good 
Shepherd Gracenter! http://smile.amazon.com/ch/94-1156670

For more information or to make a donation, 
please visit our website at: 
www.gsgracenter.org or call (415) 337-1938 
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SOME WORDS FROM THE WOMEN

I discovered that I am a beautiful 
person.  I learned that I deserve 
the best life has to offer.  I 
realized that I have a lot to give.  I 
am changing and growing 
constantly and not afraid to share 
my talents of who I am with the 
world.  I am becoming a very 
trustworthy person. 

I went from receiving public benefits 
to holding down two stable jobs and 
enough money to rent my own 
space and afford to do what I want. 

I’ve begun to accept myself, respect 
myself more and stand up for myself.  
I have even quit smoking and I 
budget my money.

Women find employment as wait staff,
front office reception, case managers
desk clerks and reentry services. All
have salaries above the minimum
wage. Some of the women work at
non-profit agencies or are enrolled in
the Community Health Worker
program and hope to work in the field
of social justice and public health
education.

FINDING WORK

Good Shepherd Gracenter
1310 Bacon St
San Francisco, CA 94134

Addressee Name 
& Address Label

SOME WORDS FROM THE WOMEN

I discovered that I am a beautiful 
person.  I learned that I deserve 
the best life has to offer.  I 
realized that I have a lot to give.  I 
am changing and growing 
constantly and not afraid to share 
my talents of who I am with the 
world.  I am becoming a very 
trustworthy person. 

I went from receiving public benefits 
to holding down two stable jobs and 
enough money to rent my own 
space and afford to do what I want. 

I’ve begun to accept myself, respect 
myself more and stand up for myself.  
I have even quit smoking and I 
budget my money.

Womenfindemploymentaswaitstaff,
frontofficereception,casemanagers
deskclerksandreentryservices.All
havesalariesabovetheminimum
wage.Someofthewomenworkat
non-profitagenciesorareenrolledin
theCommunityHealthWorker
programandhopetoworkinthefield
ofsocialjusticeandpublichealth
education.

FINDING WORK

Good Shepherd Gracenter
1310 Bacon Street 

San Francisco, CA 94134


